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THIS IS A COMMON CAUSE 


Church folk know how to work together as 
a team in a common cause—the betterment of 
our communities. 

This year, the Church teams are joined by 
the members of some 200 organizations with 
a common goal—the betterment of our voting 
record as a nation. 

Surely there has been some soul searching 
among us, in an effort to understand why 
only about half of us, as eligible voters, go 
to the polls! The voters of our sister repub- 
lics exercise their voting rights and privileges 
to a so much greater degree—68% in our 
good neighbor Canada, and a flood tide of 
89% of the eligible voters swept away the 
Communist threat at the 1948 polls, after 
their long agony as puppets under a totali- 
tarian regime in France. 

This year's National Non-Partisan Register 
and Vote Campaign brings together over 200 
organizations in the greatest effort in our 
history to get out the vote. The group includes 
patriotic, religious, veteran, fraternal and 
trade organizations—a great cross-section of 
an awakened citizenship, working toward the 
goal of 15,000,000 more voters in the crucial 
election on November 4. 

The Register and Vote Campaign is being 
coordinated and sponsored by the American 
Heritage Foundation, a non-profit organiza- 
tion whose aim is a more responsible citizen- 
ship. Many of us will remember the American 
Heritage Foundation for its wonderful service 
in bringing us the Freedom Train. 

How can we help? By being mindful of our 
obligations as citizens — first register, then 
vote, and vote intelligently, after careful con- 
sideration of each candidate's qualifications. 
And we can be our brothers keeper — by 
urging some eligible non-voter to vote. 

To keep our nation free under God... 
to keep her great to keep her right 

. this is the sacred task of all of us—for 
Freedom is everybody's job. 


—J. F. E. Nickelsburg. 
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Nobody has money to burn these days—and therein lies 
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YOU BE THE JUDGE— 
Which is your best buy in bells? 


~ 25 Schulmerich 
“@arillonic 


poprennoneannnceconecnn 


WEIGHT == —-200 Pounds 


_ LOW BELL—G 
below Middle C 


SCALE HIGH BELL— 


G 2nd Octave 
above Middle C 


Adequate 


RANGE Acoustic Range 


Requires 
No Tower 


Under 
The comparison above shows 


carillons A and B offer 25 bells 
of comparable musical quality, 
above and below Middle C. 
Carillon B is priced many thou- 
sands of dollars above ‘‘Carillonic 
Bells’”’ because adequate cast bell 
carillons must include low-bells 
weighing thousands of pounds 
each. 


Cast carillons. of the C-type 
have 25 bells, but note that their 
musical scale is all above Middle 


Carillonic Bello 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC.19248-4 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


Bello”  — 


| 73,000 Pounds 


- above Middle C 


25 Small 
Cast Bells 


25 Average 
Cast Bells 


2,000 Pounds 


LOW BELL— 
F 2nd Octave 
above Middle C 


HIGH BELL— 
F 4th Octave 
above Middle C 


LOW BELL—G 
below Middle C 


HIGH BELL—G 
2nd Octave 


ODS LOIRE RIESE NCE SESS 


Inadequate 
Acoustic Range ~ 


Adequate 
Acoustic Range 


LEELA IONE 


Requires 


; i 
Massive Tower Requires Tower 


LAOTIAN GATTI, 


Approximately 
$117,000. 


Approximately 
$5,000. 


C (high bells mean small bells). 
Prove this for yourself. Play the 
melody of a familiar hymn on 
your piano using the keyboard 
ranges shown on the chart above. ~ 
You'll understand why it takes 
“Carillonic Bells” or heavy cast 
bells to produce balanced bell 
music. 


You'll decide your best buy is 
**Carillonic Bells”’ for fine carillon 
music at lowest cost. For more 
information write— 


“Carillonic Bells” is a trademark for products of Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 
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THERE’S REST 
FOR THE WEARY 


ERLE HOWELL 


N A Fourth of July, our family, including 
the two grandchildren and their parents, 

— went for two days in the Olympic Moun- 
ins. Tommy, age three and one-half, decided 
) ride in the car with the grandparents. Of 
ourse we were highly flattered. For the first 
alf second the child was content to sit quietly 
etween us. After that he insisted upon stand- 
ig in the seat with eyes trained on the sights. 
s we drove along Ellicott Avenue, down 
ast Marginal Way, past Boeing’s airplane 
actory and along highway 99, every moving 
ung held the little fellow in rapt fascina- 
on. 

As we continued, the speeding cars, roaring 
rucks, and soaring planes held Tommy’s com- 
lete attention. For men, houses, and trees he 
ras all eyes. Before we reached Narrows 
ridge at Tacoma, the child began to yawn. 
lis grandmother quietly said, ‘Tommy, want 
> sit with me?” But the lad, still observing 
verything, took a quick step away from the 
peaker uttering a positive, “No!” 

As we came to the bridge, I am sure the 
oy would have liked eyes in the back of his 
ead for he attempted to see everything on 
ach side of the span, above and under it. 
‘hen, as we drove along the road that winds 
a and out and across the long narrow channels 
f the sound in that area, our grandson con- 
inued to give full attention to objects passed 
n the highway, water, trees, and flying birds. 

Presently the Sand Man began to get in his 
eadly work. Lifting a hand, Tommy rubbed 
ne of his eyes. The same quiet voice to the 
ight invited, “Tommy, want.to sit with Grand- 
jother?’”’ In response, the child indignantly 
eclared, “No! No!” 

As we continued to speed along in silence 
he child’s interest seemed as great as ever. But 
few minutes later, he was yawning and rub- 
ing his eyes with both hands. His grand- 
jother attempted a new tactic. Placing one 
and on his arm and the other upon his 
houlder she gently pulled the weary one 
yward her. But the boy was outraged. With a 
hrug of exasperation he jerked free from her 
rasp vehemently shouting, “No! No! No! 
\t this we had concluded that Tommy was all 
yes and noes. 


cattle, Washington 
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But there is a weariness beyond the endur- 
ance even of a curious child. Long before we 
had reached our destination, Tommy suddenly 
turned, lifted the purse from his grandmother's 
lap, placed it upon the seat where he had 
stood and, tumbling into the waiting arms, 
rested his head upon a shoulder and was soon 
fast asleep. As I cast a sidelong glance in that 
direction, I saw a smile of deepest joy wreath- 
ing the grandmother's face as with arms of 
love she clasped the little fellow to her heart. 

Driving along in silence for the next few 
minutes I was thinking of scenes of ancient 
days. A majestic, yet friendly figure goes in 
and out of the homes and places of worship in 
the villages and cities along the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee. As that one ministers to the 
needs of the people his every word and act is 
a revelation of the Father, God. As he pleads 
with his brethren to rest in the arms of the 
heavenly Father, those hard-hearted Galileans 
are saying, ‘No! No! No!” to the things they 
need most. With thoughts and affections cen- 
tered upon the things of the world, they have 
no time for the words of eternal life which fall 
from the lips of Jesus. The pursuit of things 
has blinded their eyes to God, and also to love, 
fellowship, and rest. 

As Jesus spends most of his ministry in the 
villages surrounding Galilee, one sees him 
pouring out his love, his life, and his power to 
deliver them from the great weariness that has 
overcome them through resistance to the will 
of God. But few of them respond to his call. 
At last, toward the end of his ministry he 
rebukes the cities of Bethsaida, and Chorazen, 
for their rebellion against the revelation of a 
loving Father. He tells them that if the same 
mighty works, done in them, had been per- 
formed in Tyre and Sidon these cities of the 
past would have repented in sackcloth and 
ashes. Then with heart breaking with sorrow 
and love, he says, “In that day it will be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for thee.” 

Continuing, he thanks God that the things 
of the spirit are hidden from the wise and 
prudent and revealed to those who possess the 
heart of a little child. He further declares that 
all things have been delivered unto him of the 
Father, and that no man can come to God 
except he to whom the Son reveals him. In 
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that day as in this, men cannot see God until 
Jesus enters into their hearts, filling them with 
a new sense of values and enduing them with 
right motives. When this takes place men will 
look for God with seeing eyes and search Him 
out with understanding hearts. 


This rebellion against God is cause for a 
great weariness. Men of science declare that 
constant fatigue is due not so much to physical 
exertion as to spiritual anxiety. That mental 
weariness is not caused by steady concentration 
of the mind, but to fear. With clear voice and 
warm heart Jesus gives the answer to the needs 
of a heart-sick world in the great invitation. 
“Come unto me,” he invites, ‘‘all ye who are 
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
Fest 


After 1900 years the world still is weary of 
many misguided efforts. It is heavily burdened 
with the struggle for peace. Years of war, its 
threat and preparation for it, have frayed men’s 
nerves. Men are exhausted by the struggle for 
things, for pleasure, and security. How slow of 
heart humans are to learn that security is not 
something that comes with observation, but is 
born of the spirit and issues from the heart. 


Men are exhausted in the struggle to main- 
tain personal pride and achieve worldly ambi- 
tions. It seems that one of the most fruitful 
causes of weariness is the wide-spread attempt 
to be good without God. A young woman 
expressed this devastating fatigue, when, dis- 
illusioned and full of frustrations, she cried, 
“I grow so tired of trying to be good that I 
want to run away and do something desperate 
and wicked.” This heart-sick one spoke for 
millions of her sisters and brothers who busy 
themselves trying to be good and do good 
without faith in God or love for humanity in 
their hearts. 


Then there is that innumerable company of 
those who fall fainting by the wayside in their 
fruitless race with age. This generation has 
discovered that it is possible for men to live 
much longer than their fathers. They have 
become so naively excited over the attempt to 
add years to their life that they have forgotten 
the necessity to add richness to their years. 


Yet, there are some who have gained victory 
over this fatigue. An incident at a recent con- 
ference of ministers will serve to illustrate. One 
of the members had reached the age of com- 
pulsory retirement. As he rose to make a state- 
ment before his brethren every man present 
knew that his wife lay dying in a bora They 
also knew that during the fifty years this man 
had ministered to many little flocks, he had 
suffered his full share of hardships, disappoint- 
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ments, disillusionments, and frustrations. Yet, 
through it all, his glowing spirit had found 
full compensation. On this particular day the 
minister hid his breaking heart under an 
unusual radiance. With beaming face and flash- 
ing eyes he announced, “I am not retiring, I 
am just cooperating with the inevitable.” 


Blessed is the man who has discernment to 
recognize the inevitable, and wisdom to 
cooperate. That sort of discernment and wis- 
dom has power to lift fatigue from men’s 
bodies and exhaustion from their souls. 


Men who have not learned to cooperate with 
the will of God are among that vast company 
of those who are so worried, full of fear, over- 
come with anxiety, and distressed for the future 
that they never get around to living the peace- 
ful life each day. This devastating anxiety was 
described by a man who said, ‘My son-in-law 
is a fine fellow. He is hard-working, ambitious, 
and exceedingly capable. Everything he touches 
turns into money. He is generous with his 
family, lavishing upon them all money can buy. 
But in his concentration on gain he never finds 
time for them. He has three children, but 
never takes one of them in his arms, never puts 
one to bed at night, and never kisses one good 
bye in the morning. He is so enwrapped in 
providing his family with things that he has 
robbed them of that which they need most, the 
love, affection, fellowship, and companionship 
of a father.” 


This young man is typical of thousands. 


Men become so enthusiastic about good and 
worthy causes they sometimes fail to cultivate 
in themselves those qualities which are insep- 
arable from their aims. One thinks of men 
who are so devoted to the cause of peace, that 
they never get around to making friends with 
the people next door. Others have given them- 
selves so fully to organizations devoted te 
building bridges of friendship toward potential 
enemies of the State, that they regularly. antag. 
onize their brethren who do not always see 
eye to eye with them. 

These, and others like them, need to learn 
the hard lesson that peace is not something 
that can be superimposed like a blanket upon 
the world. International tranquillity is a thing 
of the spirit and grows out of hearts that love 
their neighbors as themselves. How futile tc 
talk of world peace one minute, and snarl ai 
a brother the next. , 

These are among the many causes for the 
great spiritual weariness which oppresses th 
heart of the world, and for which Jesus offer: 
rest. He knows men cannot concentrate upor 


(See page 320, 
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Shakespeare 


Neel aj b> Play 


WILLIAM GODDARD SHERMAN 


ideas to brighten his sermons, and for 

this reason alone he should be thor- 
ughly familiar with Shakespeare. But the 
Bard of Avon is valuable not only for his 
homiletic gems, but because his insight into 
human personality is profound and will teach 
he pastor a great deal. Thus the preacher 
who is not familiar with the greatest of all 
poets is robbing his congregation. 

Little is known of the life of Shakespeare, 
hough we are able to discover some slight 
information about his parentage, his education, 
his marriage, and his father’s financial worries. 
Because of the obscurity of his life it has often 
been suggested that he did not write the plays 
ut all. This fantastic notion only makes the 
author someone of whom we know even less! 
But it does not matter how little or how much 
we may know about his life’s chronology, his 
vreatness is established by virtues of his poetry. 
The true greatness of his dramas is not in the 
mechanical construction of the works, nor in 
nis ability to tell a story, but rather in his 
ncomparable understanding of human nature. 
[t is this understanding which is needed by the 
nodern preacher. 

Shakespeare is not to be regarded as a 
eligious enthusiast nor a great moral leader, 
1 fact to be remembered when drawing from 
nim. Not that he had an aversion to religion, 
for it is known that he was quite regularly in 
ittendance at the Church of England. But he 
nad no theological axe to grind. He spoke out 
1either for nor against the religious trends of 
he time, and thus his dramas are devoid of 
iny discussion of theological controversies, and 
-ontain little reference to religious customs. 

There are, to be sure, references to religion 
n his plays, but he seems not to use his char- 
.cters to set forth his own convictions. This 
onclusion is drawn from the fact that two 
ypposing theological ideas are often presented 
sy two different characters. The poet's prime 
-oncern is in the portraying of a character, and 
1ot in converting the world to Christianity, nor 
sven in improving its morality. He is never 
in evangelist nor a reformer. 


1HE preacher is always searching for new 


Vew Bethlehem U. P. Church, 
dliquippa, Pennsylvania 
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It is not our purpose here to categorize 
Shakespeare’s religious beliefs, even if that be 
possible. The very fact that he makes all of his 
characters consistent with themselves, and not 
with his own convictions, makes it difficult to 
establish what convictions he actually held. 
My own feeling is that several writers have in 
recent years set forth erroneous conclusions 
regarding Shakespeare’s ‘‘systematic theology”. 
His personal convictions and theological con- 
ceptions are too obscure for us to determine in 
such orderly fashion. 


The great value of Shakspeare for the modern 
preacher is the poet’s analysis of human nature 
and its reaction to life’s circumstances. Al- 
though his plays were written centuries ago 
they are as up to date as tomorrow’s newspaper, 
for men still react in the same manner to given 
circumstances. The preacher-pastor reads Ham- 
let, not for mere enjoyment, but for an analy- 
sis of personality. It is valuable not for its 
plot, but for its betrayal of the struggle with 
indecision which a man experiences. 


Many of the situations in life today may 
be dealt with by the use of portions of these 
great dramas. There is the agony of conscience 
which Lady Macbeth feels, and which cannot 
be cured by all the perfume of Arabia. There 
is, also in Macbeth, the description of security 
as man’s worst enemy—a message which 
American Christians need in their present self- 
complacency. There is the jealousy of Othello 
and the tragedy which results when impassioned 
spirits. ate allowed to run away with better 
judgment. 

Many pastors of today have used Shake- 
speare widely in pastoral work and in preach- 
ing—notably Allen Knight Chalmers and 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. In one of his sermons 
Dr. Fosdick is speaking of the strength of 
Jesus’ personality, and then suggests that His 
disciples felt toward Him in the same way that 
Kent felt toward King Lear: 


oa 


.:. . you have that in your countenance 
which I would fain call master.” 


The possibilities are endless. One is preach- 
ing a sermon on the transitoriness of life, and 
if he is steeped in Shakespeare he will im- 
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mediately turn to such a passage as that in 
Act IV of the Tempest: 


“The cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself, f 
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve. . . 


Or again, the sermon is on the inherent 
feeling that there is a life beyond this present 
life. Quite naturally one turns to the great 
soliloquy of Hamlet. Here, despite the fervent 
hope that there is NOT a hereafter, the con- 
viction that there is an “undiscovered country”’ 
is unconquerable. How better to describe this 
universal conviction than in the matchless 
words of Shakespeare? 

This timeless poet is, as Dr. Chalmers has 
said, “the master of the precise phrase’. And 
a mastery of Shakespeare by the modern 
preacher will have its influence upon his written 
and spoken word. 

There are numerous sermonic suggestions 
literally bulging from the pages of Shake- 
speare. For example, sermon titles may be 
lifted bodily from his dramas, or the thought 


of a passage captured in a few striking words. 
A few such titles and their sources follow: 


“The Jewel of Experience’ 
The Merry Wives of Windsor, Act II, Sc 2, 
Line 216 
“The Misuse of Power’ ; 
Measure for Measure, Act II, Sc 2, Line 107 
“The Fading Pageant of Life’ 
The Tempest, Act IV, Sc 1, Line 148 
“When Falsehoods Mask As Truth” 
Merchant of Venice, Act Ill, Sc 2, Line 100 
“The Thorns of Life’ : 
As You Like It, Act I, Sc 3, Line 12 
“The Sin of Ingratitude”’ 
As You-Like It, Act II, Sc 7, Line 174 
“The Source of Greatness” 
Twelfth Night, Act II, Sc 5, Line 159 
“The Cause of Life’s Failures’ 
Julius Caesar, Act I, Sc 2, Line 134 
“The Hand of God in Human Life” 
Hamlet, Act V, Sc 2, Line 10 
“False- Faces” 
Measure for Measure, Act III, Sc 2, Line 293 
“The Intimations of Immortality” 
Hamlet, Act Ill, Sc 1, Line 56 
“The Lure of Honest Trifles” 
Macbeth, Act I, Sc 3, Line 123 


OUR CHRISTIAN VOCABULARY 


FRANK R. SNAVELY 


convey eternal truths with that same 

authority that characterized the Master's 
preaching. It remains that the congregation 
can never appropriate such a message until 
the vocabulary is first understood by all who 
hear it. The dilemma of pulpit voices today is 
not so much the use of bad grammar as it is 
the confused, mumbling, groping thoughts and 
words that emerge from the heralds of God. 

Once I heard an evangelist who used in his 
sermons the German word for salvation and 
prefaced his quotations in French with, “As 
the French say .. .” Shades of that seminary 
professor who pronounces “Kierkegaard” in 
three different ways! If this is an example 
of the unintelligible exposition of the gospel 
forced on laymen today, is it any wonder that 
we have an inarticulate Christianity? 

Our situation may not be quite as bad as the 
minister who preached, “In promulgating your 
esoteric tendencies, and proclaiming your amic- 
able and philosophical sentimentalities, always 
beware of platitudinous ponderosity. Sedulous- 
ly avoid all polysyllabic profundity, pompous 


Gainesboro Methodist Church, 
Gainesboro, Tenn. 
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l 1 HE voice that issues from the pulpit must 


prolixity, and verbosity.” In short his message 
was, say what you mean, mean what you say, 
and don’t use big words. Yet we may ape his 
manner by preaching as though we were 
deprived of the correct powers of speech. 

Let us crusade for a vocabulary as rich and 
meaningful as the simple phrases of our Lord’s 
prayer, of which Margaret Slattery has said, 
“In the nearly two thousand years that have 
passed since then, men of every race and color 
have learned to repeat the petition Thy king- 
dom come, Thy will be done on earth.” 

Think, if you will, of the significance of 
such a statement, a whole world able to repeat 
the simple phrases of the greatest prayer in 
Christian history. Every form of human disal- 
lusionment, pain and discomfort has failed to 
strike this prayer from man’s vocabulary. 
Dorothy Sayers, writing in “Creed or Chaos?” 
deplores the fact that we have accepted the 
great creeds of Christendom as dull and unim- 
aginative when actually they are the greatest 
drama ever told. She says of the crucifixion of 
God, “If this is dull, then what, in Heaven’s 
name, is worthy to be called exciting?” Yet the 
vocabulary of contemporary Christianity has 
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failed to make such a scene capture the popular 
imagination. 

Admittedly, there are a generous supply of 
theological ideas abroad in the world today, 
for this age has evidenced an unusual interest in 
religion. However, the ideas, often as not, are 
not clear cut and the average layman does not 
benefit by them. There is no better example 
of this disparity than the striking comparison 
between the popularity of C. S. Lewis and 
Reinhold Niebuhr. Both men have made out- 
standing contributions to contemporary Chris- 
tianity, but it can be said only of Lewis that 
his books are read by the larger number of 
jpeople. Chad Walsh has recently made this 
observation of the English theologian: “I have 
had a chance to observe that he cuts across all 
‘frontiers of high and low, and that one will 
find his books in homes with almost every con- 
iceivable educational and cultural background. 
. . . Lewis never calls himself a missionary, but 
he is one. It would be a strange Christian mis- 
sionary who regarded only the souls of Ph.D.’s 
and literary critics as worth saving.” 


Of course the objection may be raised that 
it is the task of the minister to reinterpret and 
present to the people the priceless contributions 
of such men as Niebuhr, Kierkegaard, Berd- 
yaev, Barth and others. This may be, but the 
average minister neither has the time or 
patience to wade through the labyrinths of 
theological language. 


But why should we be concerned with the 
conveying of Christianity in a significant and 
meaningful vocabulary? The first reason is 
because religion today is taboo in social con- 
versation. Even a popular newspaper column- 
ist advised that religion and politics should 
never be discussed among friends or strangers. 
As one writer suggested, they place the church 
news on one of the back pages of the paper 


and call it “The Religious World,” as if the» 


religious world was a thing apart from the 
world displayed on the front page. 
Christianity would have sickened unto death 
nineteen centuries ago, had it not been such 
a powerful message that the early Christians 
were unashamed to carry the story of Jesus’ 
salvation to others. Already the speech of the 
New Testament had been revised in order to 


‘now being done for the Old Testament. Why 
do we not couch the religious concepts of our 
faith in such terms that they will be invaluable 
in social conversation ? 

_ Another reason for a vital vocabulary is that 
we must bridge the gap between the world and 
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keep in tune with our time, and the same is’ 


the terms of the Church so that the world can 
understand. This does not necessarily mean 
the secularizing of the gospel. Instead it 
means that Heaven and earth must come 
together, not only in the person of the histor- 
ical Jesus, but in the minds of individuals. 
Here is the minister's task —to bring God 
down to the level of the pew without dis- 
crediting the nature of God. In a recent invi- 
tation to preach at an Oak Ridge church I was 
advised, in all good will, not to mention that 
trite subject, the atom. However, this is a 
changed world because of the atom, and to 
the contrary, we must put the wine of the 
gospel in “new”’ bottles. 


If the gospel from the pulpit of the church 
or the classroom of the seminary is to influence 
today’s world, it must be said of our ministers, 
religious educators, and theologians, that they 
“speak with authority,’ and in such unmistak- 
able terms that the laymen can make the relig- 
ious vocabulary their very own. 


Capitalism 
The New York Herald-Tribune has recently 
appealed to readers to find a new name for 
Capitalism because the old name stands for 
something that no longer exists, and nothing 
leads to muddled thinking to much as using 
old names for new ideas. 


I am inclined to agree that what the Americans 
should be asking for is not a new name for Capital- 
ism but a new name for the new economic system 
which is gradually coming to prevail in America 
and in other so-called Capitalist countries. 

Where, in America or in our own country, will 
you find the evils supposed to be inherent in private 
enterprise? Where is the sweated labor? ‘Where are 
the exhorbitant hours of work? Where is the exploi- 
tation of women and children? Where is the metci- 
less profit-making at the expense of colonial peoples? 
Where is the intolerably low standard of living? 
Where is the slavery?—(outside the slavecamps of 
Communist Russia?). ~~ 

I am not saying that the American system, or ours, 
is perfect. I could, in fact, write a whole diatribe on 
its imperfections. But I do say that it is, on the 
whole moving forward towards justice and freedom 
and happiness. 

Can the same thing be said of Communist countries ? 
Have the Russian leaders fulfilled all or half of the 
glorious promises they made to their people? 

We cannot say, because the Russian leaders have 
seen fit to drop an iron curtain between us and their 
glorious achievements. 

My answer to your question is that I can’t tell 
you what Capitalism is, because it changes from 
day to day. It won’t stand still long enough to be 
photographed. ve 


—Prof. Murdoch, in the Melbourne Herald. 
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What To Preach 
, Ae have known concern as to what to 


preach, what text to use, what theme 

to develop, what subject upon which 
to elaborate—and you have been perplexed. 
But the question can be really perplexing only 
to that minister who is hedged about by the 
devitalizing limitations which invariably come 
when he fears to overlook expressed sermonic 
preferences of his parishioners. 

That minister more deeply concerned about 
mental reactions than spiritual reactions from 
his sermonic efforts, is the one who thumbs 
through the Book of eternal truths as though 
it were a mail-order catalogue, and fearful of 
presenting any of them to a people quick to 
resent his slightest allusion to their spiritual 
anaemia and lassitude, eventually decides to 
preach upon some current best seller, or 
generalization in the field of ethics or morals. 
That type of pulpit utterance is the kind which 
brings the post-service reaction, “Pastor, that 
was a splendid talk you gave us this morning’’, 
which often can mean nothing less than that 
no toes were trod upon and the congregation’s 
irenic status quo was not jeopardized. 

Our big concern should be about the truths 
we dare to withhold rather than of those we 
dare to present for the former are most often 
the rungs of the only available ladder upon 
which souls may climb free of earth’s material 
entanglements. 

Preach ethics and morals? Of course, but 
incidently, for we need to remind ourselves, 
we ministers, that our Christian faith is far 
more than a system of behavior. It is far more 
than a few signposts scattered along life’s high- 
way. It is far more than mere truth. It is power. 
It is the power of redemption, implying 
redemption from the very sin our generation 
so vainly strives to talk down onto a purely 
physical level. The average parishioner knows 
little of sin and cares less. The idea of sin is 
distasteful to him, thanks to cautious preachers 
who choose rather to offend God, by ignoring 
His mandates than to offend the people who 
buy his bread and boots. 
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What the man in the pew prefers, in the 
way of sermons, is not the answer to what a 
preacher should preach. It never has been and 
never can be. Unless there be a higher criterion 
on the matter of our sermon subjects, we had 
better step down, for a religion which winks 
at the dire fact of sin is in very truth a whited 
sepulchre. It is hollow mockery and sham, for 
the whole wheel of salvation must turn upon 
the pivot of sin, if it turn at all. 


Our people love to sing “Beautiful Saviour” 
but don’t investigate deeply into the implica- 
tions of the word Saviour. To be saved implies 
saved from something. Preach on that some- 
thing! Preach on sin, for a change. Our age 
needs sermons on sin for it is now steeped 
in sin and remember this, your people will be 
saved through your proclamation of grace, and 
mercy and salvation from above, or they will 
be, by you, and with you, left destitute and 
without excuse. You must convince them of 
their sins, the first pre-requisite to their under- 
standing of their need for a Saviour, without 
which they are lost. 


When in doubt, preach sin, specifically. 


Bread 


F, FOR the millionth of a second, God 
| would stop the work by which He enables 

us to get our daily bread the stars would 
fall on us, the mountains would bury us under 
the dust of their disintegration. The entire 
race is bound together and bound to God in 
bread. He is the true “staff of life.” 


Fishermen are said to be superstitious. 
Habakkuk tells us of a fisherman who sacrificed 
to his met and burned incense to his 
drag. He was praying for his daily bread as 
all men do. One prays to the weather gods, 
another to his tractor, another to his money, 
another to his sword. But the true God says’ 
pray after this manner: “Our Father . 
Give us this day our daily bread.” He wants 
us to get above the gift to the Giver, He 
wants us to think. The poet asks, ““What is a 
man if the chief good and market of his time 
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ye but to feed and sleep?,”” and answers, ‘A 
peast, and nothing more.” 

Man suffers many hungers. He does not live 
py bread alone. His mind needs food. His 
neart has longings. When he feeds on ashes, 
.ike Isaiah’s idolater or like the Prodigal Son, 
ne starves. Husks and ashes will not take the 
place of the Bread of Life. The Prodigal might 
Mave managed for a while on the husks he 
shared with the swine but the real trouble with 
him was that he was feeding on lies about 
Life like so many in our generation. We can 
make allowance for the Bolivian savages who 
zat clay, and the Laplanders who sometimes 
mix “berg-mehl” with their flour to stop the 
gnawing pains of their hunger, but what shall 
we say of the dirt-eaters of our day, the 
scatophagists who feed on literary filth, por- 
nography, cacophony? John Ruskin asks why 
should we keep company with barmaids and 
stableboys among books when literary royalty 
awaits us. What are our Bibles doing there, all 
unopened and unread ? 


The Deluge came when God saw the wicked- 
mess of man was great upon the earth and that 
every thought and imagination of his heart 
was only evil continually. St. Peter tells us that 
the only way we can escape the corruption 
that is in the world through lust is by becoming 
jpartakers of the Divine Nature. This we do 
when in penitent and believing hearts we 
receive the Real Presence of God in saving 
action “in, with, and under” the Bread of the 
Altar. 

That little white wafer on the Altar is bread. 
It is most closely related to the bread on our 
tables, ‘the bread of the street.”” God is in 
both of them. If we try to lock God up in our 
churches or imprison Him in the wafer instead 
of discerning His Presence in all bread, we 
enthrone an idol in the place that belongs to 
Him in our churches and in our world. Then 
we eat and drink damnation to our souls. 

World Relief, Home and Foreign missions, 
Christian Education—in these we who pray 
“OUR Father, Give US this day OUR daily 
bread,’ have the Bread Question and the 
Answer.—Paul W. Roth. 


Pleasant To Look Back On 


b ID you read the biography of the movie 
[cores W. C. Fields? In the final 
- months of his life a friend asked Fields: 
“If you had your life to live again is there 
anything about it that you would change?” 
Fields thought a moment, and then ventured 
this statement: “I would like to see how I 
could have gotten along without liquor.” Evi- 


September, 1952 


dently, though Fields would have stoutly 
denied it, there were periods in the past which 
were giving him unpleasant memories. 

In this little sentence you see the real secret 
of successful living. It is this: “Live so that 
your life will be pleasant to look back on.” 

A recent essayist puts it bluntly: ‘““Why don’t 
you live so that you won’t embarrass too much 
the preacher, who some day will be asked to 
conduct your funeral?” 

It can be boiled down in even fewer words: 
“No Regrets!” 

The Bible tells its readers that one of its 
great characters was sitting in prison, knowing 
that the sentence of execution would soon be 
put into effect, and was thinking over the years 
behind him. This man, whose name was Paul, 
summed his life in three brief statements: “I 
have fought a good fight. I have finished my 
course. I have kept the faith.” 

This life was pleasant to look back on be- 
cause of three major considerations that grow 
out of Paul’s assertions: 

First, the material things have lost their 
value in the mind of Paul. As we hold fast to 
things, we lose our hold on God. 

Second, worldly discomforts are more than 
compensated for by the flow of the soul in 
fellowship with God. 

Third, the length of our lives depends on 
God; the breadth, the depth and the height of 
our living depends on us. 

To have a life which is genuinely pleasant 
to look back upon during its later years ts about 
the nicest thing a person can possess in this 
world. The time for building such a life is 
today.—Chas. H. Nabers. 


Harry Rimmer’s Testimony 


Dr. Harry Rimmer, brilliant scientist, author, 
faithful Gospel preacher and widely travelled 
explorer, died recently in his Hollywood, 
California, home. He was planning another 
trip to Africa with his friend Dr. George Trout 
when he became ill. In his letters to Dr. Trout 
he demonstrated the triumphs of a Christian 
faith and revealed the correct attitude of a 
Christian toward death. He said: 

“I am sorry to disappoint myself, but I will 
probably not be able to see you this June. This 
bronchial cough that has been bothering me 
turns out to be a cancer in both lungs, and I ~ 
have bright and happy prospects of being with 


‘the Lord very shortly. Rejoice with me! Having 


walked with Him for nearly forty years, how | 
happy I shall be to see Him!” ‘i 
—Church Chimes, Shreveport, La. 
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Prayer for Help in This Very Hour 

Our Father, wilt Thou take away from us 
now all that does harass and annoy, all that 
lays upon our hearts burdens of anxiety and 
care. Wilt Thou help us now to relax before 
Thee, to lay our burdens down, to forget for 
one hour all the anxieties of the week, to open 
our hearts to receive Thy blessing, that the fur- 
rows may be smoothed from our brows, the 
lines from our faces, the loads from our hearts, 
the doubts from our minds, and the fears from 
our souls. 


Deal with us, we pray, as Thou dost deal 
with children. Calm our fears, soothe our dis- 
tress and our sorrow, and help us to lean back 
on the everlasting arms. For Thou hast never 
failed us in the past, and we have good assur- 
ance Thou wilt not fail us in the future. 

Wilt Thou have mercy upon us all, extend 
Thy patience, we pray Thee. Cast us not away 
from Thy presence, but in Thine infinite pity, 
renew right spirits within us and cleanse our 
hearts. Wilt Thou pluck out the briars, and 
wilt Thou soothe the wounds? Let us begin 
again. Even as the sun did rise to rule the day, 
to banish the darkness of another night, and 
wipe our every shadow, so may Thy love and 
mercy dawn upon our hearts and give us new 
life, new light and new hope. 

All these things, our Father, we ask in the 
strong lovely name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
AMEN.—Peter Marshall. 


Psalm Tune Competition 

The 10th-Annual Psalm Tune Competition, 
under the bequest of Mrs. Dr. J. B. Herbert to 
Monmouth College, Monmouth, Illinois, is 
open to any composer of any nation, for the 
“best setting in 4-voice harmony for congre- 
gational singing of a prescribed metrical ver- 
sion of Psalm 150. The competition is open 
to October 31, 1952. Thomas H. Hamilton 
of Monmouth College may be addressed for 
further information. 
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Communism in Unions 
What To Do About It! 


The series under the above title may be 
secured in booklet form from General Electric 
Company, Schenectady, Dept. of Employee and 
Plant Community Relations, without cost. 
No. 2 in the series is a report of the state- 
ments made before a Senate Subcommittee. 


Character-Building Books 

“God Planned It That Way,” by Caroline 
Edna Muller, planned especially to appeal to 
3-to-7-year-olds, published by Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press on Aug. 11, 1952. The simple 
rhythmic prose and glowing 3-color pictures 
harmonize with the beauty of the theme, both 
attractive and meaningful to small children. 

Abingdon-Cokesbury published 10 other 
books for children in August of this year, each 
with a special place in the balanced list of 
wholesome, character-building so greatly 
needed. To foster the wonderful gift of 
laughter, there is the hilarious new LeGrand 
story, “When The Mississippi: Was Wild,” 
ages 5 and older. Ask your dealer about the 
series, which include: 

“Timothy's Twelve Months”’, by Joyce Boyle. 

“Tim Tomkins, Circus Boy’, by Rose 
Friedman. 

“The Seven Little Pifflesniffs”, by Margaret 
Stimson Richardson. 

““Speckles Goes to School’, by Grace Ber- 
quists. . 

“Poplar Street Park”, by Frances Fitzpatrick 
Wright. 

“Treasure in the Andes’, by Alfred Lewis. 

“LaFayette, Friend of America’, by Alberta 
Powell Graham. * 

“Party For Suzanne’, by Cecile Pebin 
Edwards. 

“Cherokee Bill, Oklahoma Pacer’ 
Bailey. ~ 

Ask about this series, not only for use in 
class-or-group work with “‘small-fry’ but for 
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use in homes, or family groups, and for gifts 
to children on birthdays, or other special occa- 
sions. Pastors are always in position to make 
recommendations on wholesome reading mat- 
ter for children. 


Devotional Classics Series 
from The Upper Room 

“Selections from the Writings of John Bun- 
yan” and “Selections from The Journal of 
George Fox’, arranged and edited by Thomas 
S. Kepler, each booklet 31/, x 6”, 40-pages, 10c 
each. Selections from the Writings of John 
Bunyan contains 20-individual, vital topics; 
Selections from the Journal of George Fox 
contains 17 such topics. These Devotions are 
suited to the needs of millions of Christians 
TODAY, because they point the way toward 
findings answers in HIM to the vexing, varied, 
and ceaseless question of the day. Pockette 
size, they can be carried wherever one goes for 
reading when there is opportunity for medita- 
tion. 


Binding Service 
And Re-Binding Bibles 

Subscribers seeking  bindery-service for 
Volume 54 of The Expositor at the close of 
the year, or re-binding of Bibles or other cher- 
ished volumes, will be delighted to know of 
the Norris Bookbinding Company, 120 Nichols 
Avenue, Greenwood, Miss., who specialize in 
“Bible Rebinding” as well as magazine vol- 
umes, guarantee their work, send you a price 
list on request, or quote a price on receipt of 
the items to be bound or rebound. 


Youth and Sunday School 
Program Books 

The practical and helpful volumes published 
by Standard Pub. Co., listed here, were received 
this week and preliminary examination by sev- 


eral leaders and teachers has brought enthusi- . 


astic comment— 

1. “Special Programs for the Sunday 
School’, Charlotte Arnold, 232-p, $2.50, con- 
tains material for 60 occasions which may be 
created “special days’’ of the SS-year. There 
are readings, recitations, poems, playlets, and 
completely-planned programs. The author be- 
lieves that study and use of these plans might 
result in— 

Planned attentions for shut-ins. 

A tract campaign. 

Benevolent, Missionary and Evangelistic 
work. 

A Bible-art picture fund. 

A Church or Sunday-school library. 

_ 2. “Youth Worship Programs at Home and 
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of Park Cities 
installation of radiant heating coils over floor, 
splendidly suitable for Church heating. 


Interior Y.M.C.A. showing 


Abroad”, by Nevada M. Whitewell, 216-p, 
$2.00, developed on a travel theme with visits 
to famous places both in the USA and abroad, 
serving as memorable illustrations of spiritual 
truths. The 2-page contents-list of “at home” 
and ‘“‘abroad”’ travel themes, devotional themes, 
will stimulate any group into action. 

3. “52-Worship Programs on Christian Liv- 
ing’, Idalee Wolf Vonk, 198-p, $2.00, are 
suggested by the author for use in young 
people’s groups and women’s meetings as devo- 
tional programs or in preparation for class 
meetings. There is a specific worship theme 
for specific months, seasonal needs, and all 
point to the development of a spiritual sense 
of Christian Living. © 

4. “Paper-Craft Scenes on the Life of 
Christ’? containing patterns and photographs, 
will delight and instruct any child to whom it 
is made available at the price of $1.00. 

5. ‘Stencils for Bible Stories”, designed by 
Vera K. Gohman, size 10 x 13”, $1.00, have 
proved their value in teaching children. 


Revitalizing A Nation 
The new volume, ‘Revitalizing a Nation’, 
by Douglas MacArthur, and introduction by 
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, is presented by the 
publishers, 
The Heritage Foundation, Inc. 
75 East Wacker Drive 
Chicago 1, Illinois 
as a moral challenge to the American people, 
fiber-bound, $1.00. Dr. Peale says, “It is an 
American document. Regardless of party 
affiliation, it should go into every home in - 
America. It can, with our help, save America.” 
Ralph W. Gwinn, Congress of the U.S.A., 
27th Dist., New York, says, “There has not 
been in our generation statements of beliefs, 
opinions and policies comparable to those in 
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“Revitalizing a Nation” and none more perti- 
nent to our needs right now. 


“Church and State” 

The memorial lectures, instituted in 1943 
by the United Lutheran Church to be given 
each year by an outstanding leader in the 
church, will be on the subject, “Church and 
State’, lecturer, G. Elson Ruff, D.D., editor 
of The Lutheran, and are scheduled for Feb- 
ruary, 1953, at Baltimore, Hickory, N. Cat, 
Des Moines, Denver, and Berkeley. The lec- 
tures are published in book form annually. 


Some Service Topics for TODAY 
“Boredom is Today's Big Menace” 
“How's the Fishing?” 

“Goodness is the Goal of Life” 
“Why are we all so Worried?” 
“Some get Things Done” 


Ceremonies set for Sept. 30, 1952 
to hail the Publication of the 
New Bible 

Churches in thousands of communities in the 
USA, Canada, Hawaii and Canal Zone are pre- 
paring for the “biggest chain of celebrations”’ 
planned to hail the publication of a book, the 
complete revised standard version of the Bible, 
the fifth authorized Protestant version, since 
the “Great Bible of 1539.” The revision is 
described as “the most important Bible pub- 
lishing project since the King James Verision 
of 1611.” 

There will be a series of observances in 
Christian Education Week, Sept. 28 to October 
5, beginning with Rally Day and Youth Serv- 
ices and ending with special celebration of 
World-Wide Communion Sunday. 


Filmstrips and Slides 
Thanksgiving-Christmas 

A new 16-page booklet on holiday filmstrips 
and 2x2 slides available from the Society for 
Visual Education, Inc., 1345 Diversey Park- 
way, Chicago 14, Ill., is announced; the book- 
let describes and illustrates countless materials 
for use in church and school programs for the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas season. New 
_ materials included are “The Baby King’, ‘‘The 
Baby in the Temple”, 
Jesus”, “Unto You is Born a Saviour.” 


What Shall I Do With My Life? 
Scripture: Rom. 15:1-9. 
Introduction: 


1. The discussion in chapter 14 as back- 
ground for the text passage. 
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“Thanksgiving with 


2. The obligation of privileged people to 
serve the under-privileged as shown in the text 
and supported by the example of Jesus. 

3. Examination of our privileges, gifts, tal- 
ents, upon which our responsibilities are based. 
The greater the gifts from God, the greater 
the responsibility to serve, according to His 


will. 

4. Myself and my life. What I am; what I 
am worth; what I shall do with myself; what 
special way of service is open and fitted to my 
talents ? 

Discussion: 

1. A Life Surrender— ; 

a. Youth’s tendency to want to run itself and 
do something unusual. 

b. Good in itself and basic to all progress and 
discovery. ’ f 

c. But requires definiteness and a starting point 
in things as they are. Train can only function when 
on the rails. Surrender to control is essential to 
highest usefulness. 

e. The carrying power of a life surrendered to a 
purpose. Illustration of steamer with all power 
headed for harbor. Christians surrender all to Jesus 
Christ, and with all powers turned on, head for the 
port of His call. 

2. A Life of Service— 

a. A purpose for Christ is not enough. Need for 
a plan that will direct our surrender and make it 
definite. Lincoln at one time thought of becoming a 
blacksmith. Examine the uses of a watch—ornament, 
paper weight, time-keeper. Which the most obvious 
and important? ; 

b. How does one determine one’s life-work? 
Study and seek God’s will. Prayer. Study Christ’s 
example; do not decide first, and then seek God’s 
approval and blessing; get His guidance before you 
decide, and the blessing is assured. 

c. Study our own gifts and aptitudes. What has 
God put into our hearts as choices? What do we 
like to do, study, handle—soil, machinery, books, 
people, minds, bodies, money, questions, truth? 
Investigation of various callingsand occupations. 
Important as a basis for decision. 

d. Study the needs of the world about us, reading 
history, daily trends, but mostly by going where need 
is and observing it, to learn why there is need, and 
how it can be met. Lincolh and slavery, Howard 
Russell and liquor; Livingstone and Africa; Booth 
and London slums. In the Parable of Good Samaritan, 


the man in the ditch served as the call to service. 


Only one of the three understood the call, and- 
was serious enough about the need to accept the 
challenge. ; 

3. A Life Spirit. 

a. A sense of personal responsibility. The text 
and its demand upon each one of us personally 
should be understood. Jesus Christ pleased not 
himself; he prayed, “not my will, but thine. . . .” 

Conclusion: 


1. Take these in the order given: the sur- 


render, the service, the spirit. 


2. Appeal to parents not to hinder or in- 
fluence the choice of the young person in — 
selecting a field of service, to permit the great-— 


est stewardship in the’ use of talents, health, 


etc. Parents should join in prayer to God in 
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making known to the young person what field 
of service he is best fitted to undertake. 

3. Determine that the choice of service, ac- 
cording to His Will, is one that will have the 
constant help and inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, whom Jesus promised to send to His 
followers, ONE who knows the way before 
us, and will direct our steps into the channel 
it is best for us to walk. 


DEATH! What Is It? 
(Seven answers) 

It is the greatest moment—of the sum-total 
of our years, spent on earth. 

It is the end of our time, but a wonderful 
beginning in the OTHER WORLD of time- 
lessness. 

It is the silencing of the physical machinery 
of the body, but also the liberation of the soul, 
from all limitations. 

It is the promise of answers, to all unan- 
swered questions, during our reign of the flesh. 

It is the dethronement of sight by the en- 
thronement of progressive vision. 

It is the eradication of all suffering, and the 
experience of continued radiant spiritual 
health. 

It is the glorious and final provision of God, 
for man—“I go to prepare a place for you.” 
—Wéilliam Porkess. 


The Salvation Testament 

This remarkable treasure coming from Eng- 
land has been called to your attention earlier, 
and is available from Church & School Sup- 
plies, Room 308, Stein Bldg., Fayetteville, No. 
Carolina. 

In the front you find a key made up of 
letters of the alphabet, pointing the way to 
specific topics relating to “Salvation” through- 
out the N.T., and the individual topics are 
marked in red throughout each chapter; there 
is an extended list of these individual Scripture 
references in the back of the book. It contains 
432 pages, is $1.50, and comes in attractive 
binding, with gold lettering. 


Helpful Words 

A 36-page miniature booklet, 3 x 4”, 
“Helpful Words”, arranged by Agnes Ford, 
printed by C. R. Gibson Co., Norwalk, Conn. 
7c a copy, or 75¢ a dozen, is recommended for 
personal use and for pastors to leave with the 
‘sick, the troubled, the bed-ridden, and the sor- 
rowful. The attractive cover of the Good 
‘Shepherd will invite study of its inspiring and 
healing contents. 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


Just Me! 
“Ye are of more value. .. .”’ Luke 12:7. 


Mabel Lucie Attwell, who does most delight- 
ful drawings, has done one lovely post card, 
with a picture of a little girl, a tiny tot, among 
flowers, looking intently at a nest from which 
there are peeping four baby birds, possibly 
sparrows. Under the picture is printed this 
little verse— 


How good of God 
To make the world, 
To make such lovely things to see, 
The stars, 
The flowers, 
the baby birds, 
And then 
To put in ME! 


Isn't that a wonderful thought, how God in 
His goodness made us also? Many of us know 
the Hundredth Psalm, which says, “All people 
that on earth do dwell” and the lines which 
say— 

“Know that the Lord is God indeed, 
Without our aid He did us make.” 


It’s very wonderful to think that He made 
us. that YOU are YOU and that I am ‘Me’, 
and that we are alive in this amazing and 
thrilling world. The great and important fact 
is that God believes it worthwhile to bring 
each one of us into the world, YOU and YOU 
and ME, each one of us, and that not one of 
us is unimportant. We are all very important 
to Him, because He made us, brought us here, 
and He has some important thing for each one 
of us to do for HIM. 


Sometimes we do not feel very important, 
as when we are alone, in a great gathering, 
or in a great city. During wartime, I recall, 
there were many motor-cars whizzing here and 
there, with labels or letters painted on them 
to tell the rest of us how important the people 
in the cars were, VIPS, Very Important People! 
Then down the street one day comes a car 
with the words ‘‘Just Me” painted on the side; 
the woman driver, who was not an official, 
just wanted people to know that she was 
important too, even though she was just, a 
citizen, not an official, but really mattered just 
as much to the country as a whole as any offi- 
cial. Of course, there are some people who 
care for us very much, and we are very im- 
portant to them, like one small boy who went 
to buy tickets for his parents to see a Boys’ 
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Brigade on the march of which he was a 
member. A great soldier had been expected to 
view the parade, and the boy was told that 
the great soldier would not be there, and maybe 
his parents would not wish the tickets. The 
small boy replied, ‘It’s ME, not Lord Robetts, 
they're comin’ to see.” Yes, he was just one 
small boy, but to his parents he was the most 
important small boy on earth. 

From this we can understand how God, who 
made us and brought us here, believes in and 
loves each one of us, You and You, and ME. 
It is just as His son, Jesus, told us, that in the 
sight of God, who made the lillies of the field, 
and the birds of the air, we—You and You, 
and ME—are of very great importance. We 
are so important to God, that He sent His 
Son, Jesus, to teach us this. and many other 
things, and after Jesus ascended into heaven 
again, the Holy Spirit was sent to continue 
watching over each one of us, You and You, 
and ME.—Charles M. Hepburn, in "The Ex- 
pository Times. 


Other Houses, Other Yards 
Matt. 20:21. John 21:15-25. “If I will that 
he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 

Follow thou me.” 

“In our garden we've got some raspberry 
canes; they grow against the lattice fence that 
separates my garden from the garden of the 
church,” says a minister from Gateshead, Eng., 
the Rev. A. W. Price, “‘and so many of them 
have poked their heads through the lattice and 
bear fruit on the other side, that when I was 
picking the berries recently, I believed many 
of the best ones to be in the other garden, 
rather than my own. When I finally went 
over to pick them, I could not find them, and 
returned to my own garden.” 

This is a good illustration of how many of 
us feel about the toys, the houses, the yards, 
the clothing of others; yes, many of us even 
feel that way about the grades others get in 
school, and the gifts some have such as good 
singing or speaking voices, leadership ability, 
. artistic ability. We lose sight of the fact that 
each one of us has special talents, and that 
each one. of us is here to do a special work 
according to God’s will, and that our task 
is to develop our own personal abilities, accord- 
ing to His will, and do the special work for 
which we were brought here. 

Some of us spend so much time thinking 
about what others have or do that we develop 
a feeling of envy, thus hurting ourselves in 
several ways, first by not doing what we should 
be doing for ourselves, and second by becom- 
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ing hateful or spiteful, which envy of others 
always brings on. Envy is something few of us 
can afford; yet many of us are spending prec- 
ious hours in counting what others have that 
we do not have; or worse still, some of us com- 
pare what we have with that of others, and 
believe we are better than others, and develop 
a feeling of pride. Here comes Johnny with 
a brand new Lone Ranger outfit, and he is 
sure no other boy in the neighborhood has any- 
thing to compare with it. Yep, he’ll_ show 
‘em! Of course, many of the other lads have 
less, or worn gadgets, and they admire Johnny's 
outfit, and Johnny struts his stuff. But, wait a 
minute, here comes Stanley down the street 
with a brand new bicycle, and a ten-gallon 
sombrero, and how does Johnny feel when 
all the boys gather around “Stan” to admire 
his bike and gear? Then little Nancy, who 
believed herself the neighborhood leader, 
because she was the best roller-skater, looks 
up and sees Janet coming with a brand new 
doll buggy. What happens? Nancy’s glory 
dims, while all the little girls and boys rush 
to Janet’s side to inspect the new toy. Of 
course, it does not last, because Nancy can’t 
have anyone outshine her gifts as accomplish- 
ments. 


Silly? Of course, it is silly and most of us 
outgrow all these things as the weeks and 
months go by. But many of us do not outgrow 
them, unless we have some better training than 
we have had. Many believe that the aim of 
life is to have more money, a bigger house, 
more clothes, a bigger car, than others have, 
and are not happy unless we have the feeling 
that we outshine, or “‘outbuy” those about us. 
What did Jesus say to His followers, when 
they started quarreling among themselves about 
who should be ‘FIRST’, or who should be 
next in line in importance. Jesus made it plain 
to His followers that this is not the important 
thing; the important thing is for each one of 
us to recognize our own talents, our own 
abilities, our own gifts, and study to develop 
these and use them for our own good, the 
good of everyone about us, and serve God 
in His plans for the good of everyone, includ- 
ing ourselves. 


Let’s learn to say “Thank you” to God for 
what He has given us, and believe that He will 


give us everything we need in doing what we 


are here to do, and instead of being unhappy _ 


about what others have, we shall find ourselves 


helping them, praising them, and loving them — 


as we are supposed to do. This is the secret 


of being really happy! Can we learn this? — 


Of course, we can with God’s help and love! 
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from 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 
So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding 
great army.” —Ezek. 37:9-10. 


Bh cpm was not an optimist. To be an 
optimist in his situation would have re- 
quired a blind disregard for the facts and 
it would have been not only folly, but heartless 
folly. He was a captive in Babylon. The Baby- 
lonians, who were the Nazis of an earlier age, 
had overrun the tiny kingdom of Judah, de- 
stroyed. Jerusalem, and with the ruthless 
efficiency of a totalitarian power had deported 
the cream of the nation, and had left behind 
only the sick, the aged, the infirm, and the 
feeble-minded. It would be nice to report that 
the Jews in captivity had kept the faith, that 
their spirit had remained unbroken. It would 
be nice, but it would not be true! On the con- 
trary, as Ezekiel looked around on his fellow- 
exiles he saw that slowly but surely their cap- 
tivity was destroying them. Some had deserted 
the faith and were making the best of life in 
Babylon. Oh, I have no doubt that there were 
good pickings for collaborators even in those 
far-off days! The great majority, stunned by 
the disaster which had overtaken them, were 
clinging to the past, because it was the only 
thing to which they could cling. The present 
was almost unbearable, and there was no future. 
In his mind’s eye Ezekiel saw the ruins of 
Jerusalem and the poor dispirited remnant that 
remained there, and every day he saw about 
him evidence that the Jewish community in 
Babylon was gradually disintegrating. And so 
he painted this vivid yet terrifying picture of 
the valley of dry bones. This, he says with 
pitiless honesty, this is Jewry. You can still 
see the skeleton, the form of what once was 
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living, but it is dead, white bones, eyeless 
sockets in skulls bleached by the sun. No, 
Ezekiel was not an optimist. He was a realist 
and he was a man of faith and the question 
which God asked was the question which dis- 
turbed and tormented his own soul: ‘Can these 
bones live?’ 

1. Just how realistic are we today? Let us 
face it as honestly as we can. Democracy isn’t 
working. The form is there. ‘““Government of 
the people, by the people, for the people.” But 
it doesn’t seem to be a living force. Beside the 
demonic virility of Communism democracy 
seems pallid and lifeless. Have you ever asked 
yourself why it is that in Korea, Malaya, and 
Indo-China the Western powers always seem 
to be on the side of a spent force? Why, be- 
fore any intervention in Korea, were the North 
Koreans so much stronger than the South 
Koreans? How did a handful of Communists 
come to terrorize Malaya and why did a small 
minority of Communists come within an ace 
of conquering Indo-China? The answer is not 
simply the power of Russia, not the physical 
power anyway, for the Russian armies have 
never been committed to any of these areas 
and Russian supplies have, according to the 
best authenticated reports, never amounted to 
very much. No the answer is a much more 
disturbing one. A healthy country would have 
cast out Communism as a healthy body casts 
out disease. These countries were not healthy. 
And the people who really cared, the people 
who really believed passionately in anything, 
were the Communists. The way things are 
going in the world at present, the Communists 
would be fools to seek war, for, if they just 
have patience and wait, the democracies will 
fall one by one like ripe plums into their laps. 
And this is the thing that distresses me, that 
the only answer which the democracies seem 
to have to Communism is the atomic bomb, and 
this is the answer of those who no longer be- 
lieve in the power of their own ideals. In our 
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own country is there not something pathetic 
about the way in which politicians, of every 
party, have to beg people to work? I know 
we are sick and tired of hearing about crises, 
but here we are in the midst of one of the 
gravest crises in the whole history of our race 
and apparently the only way to deal with it 
is to offer men incentives. And what is the in- 
centive—a call to patriotism, to service, to sac- 
rifice for the good of the brethren? No! The 
incentive is that of making’more money. If 
men will not work for democracy then it is 
dead, dry bones! And what of the Church? 
Here again we have the form, the skeleton— 
Sunday, the Bible, public worship, religious 
ceremonial, Armistice Day parades, national 
days of prayer, and all the rest. The organiza- 
tion is there. The Church has innumerable 
departments, secretaries, and committees. We 
are inundated with forms, appeals, columns of 
statistics. Yet the overall picture is of a 
Church seeking almost frantically to hold on to 
her inheritance. The man-power situation 1s 
desperate, and likely to become worse. The 
financial situation is such that every committee 
in the Church is likely to have to reduce its 
work. The enemies of Christ are everywhere 
attacking and yet the Church, in the most crit- 
ical hour, is being compelled to abandon mis- 
sion fields which are in a very real sense the 
frontiers of Christendom. I don’t deny that 
there are live congregations and many wonder- 
fully loyal and devoted Christian men and 
women, but let us be honest and admit that 
the Church is not advancing as she ought to 
be advancing and she is not making the impact 
on the life of the nation which she ought to be 
making. In all this there are very good grounds 
for the sincere Christian man or woman, look- 
ing at this vast organization, to say, ‘Can these 
dry bones live?’? Can the Church ever again 
become the kind of power she once was in the 
world and in this land of ours? Shall a poet 
of the future ever be able to say of family 
worship what Burns said in The Cottar’s Satur- 
day Night— 
From scenes like these old Scotia’s grandeur 
springs, , 
That makes her loved at home, revered 
abroad? | 


The same kind of thing is true of our stand- 
ards of morality. The conventional standards 
are still based on the Christian ethic, but by 
an increasingly large number of people the 
only service they are given is lip service. The 
bones are there. The form is there. To lie, 
to be dishonest, to be unfaithful in marriage, 
these things are still, officially, wrong but in- 
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creasingly practised. Wéill any one deny that 
Britain is less honest than in former days? 
The Rowntree Report points out that so serious 
has been the theft of books from London book- 
shops that most of the large ones have now 
to employ house detectives to protect them 
against these losses. The standards are still 
there, but for a great number of people they 
have become nothing but dry bones. And to 
all these things the urgent queston is “Can 
these bones live?” 


2. Here is the answer of Ezekiel. ‘‘Thus 
saith the Lord God; Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” 


They can live! They can become vital dyna- 
mic forces once more, but only if the wind of 
God blows upon them. There is your answer 
to the tragic dilemma of modern democracy! 
Not more plans, more pep talks, more propa- 
ganda, not the nihilistic madness of atomic 
warfare, but spiritual revival. The real dynamic 
of democracy was the Christian faith, and with- 
out this it is lost and doomed. ‘Where there 
is no vision, the people perish” and they de- 
serve to perish. Men don’t sweat and bleed 
and die for political theories but for something 
which captures the imagination, stirs the soul 
and sets the heart ablaze for faith. There is 
your answer to the retreat and retrenchments 
of the Church, not more committees, not more 
circulars, but spiritual revival. And there is 
your answer to the crumbling standards of 
morality, not more policemen, not armies of 
snoopers to keep the people honest, not reports 
and royal commissions, but a living faith. ‘No 
virtue is safe unless it is enthusiastic.’ And 
this is why so many of our standards are being 
ignored today, because deep down in their 
hearts people can see no real reason for obey- 
ing them. They have neither fear of hell nor 
hope of heaven. Only the wind of God blow- 
ing upon these dead bones can clothe them 
with flesh and raise them up a mighty army. 
“Love God,” said Augustine, ‘‘and do as you 
please.” Augustine being a wise man knew 
that if we loved God we should seek to do as 
God wanted us to do. Virtue would follow as 
a consequence of our love of God. 

3. But how? It is all very well to talk about 
the need for a spiritual revival. How is it to 
come about? ‘Prophesy Son of man,” said the 
Lord God to Ezekiel, “Prophesy upon these. 
bones, and say unto them, hear ye the word of 
the Lord.’ Proclaim the Word of God. This 
supremely is the task of the Church. This is 
how revival will come. All history bears wit- 
ness to this. Times without number the Church — 
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has been sunk in sloth or slumber only to be 
roused and revitalized through the work of a 
Luther, a Knox, or a Wesley. So it has been in 
the past and so it will be in the future if we 
but continue resolutely to proclaim God's 
Word. But first we must be sufficiently realistic 
to recognize the extent of our need and then 
our very extremity may prove to be God’s 
opportunity. In all this we must wait upon 
God, but waiting upon God is not inactivity. 
It is waiting eagerly, expectantly, tensed, and 
ready. Waiting because you know something 
is going to happen, that is the way to wait upon 
God, and sometimes it seems to me already 
in the distance I can hear the sound of 
the wind rising, and away in the distance I can 
see the leaves quiver on the trees and the tops 
of the grasses tremble as the first gentle breath 
passes over them. It is coming, the wind of 
God that shall make the dry bones live!—The 
Expostory Times. 


An Angel’s Chance 
—And Yours 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Text: “An angel went down at a certain sea- 
son into the pool and troubled the water.’’— 
St. John 5:4. 


HAVE never been able to read this narra- 
| tive without seeing in that angel who came 

down at certain seasons to trouble the pool, 
the angel of opportunity, the heavenly mes- 
senger, inviting men to rise and leave the 
weakness and impotence and poverty of sin, 
and to make use of the opportunities which 
life sets before them. There are opportunities 
which come to men in life, and which may 
well be likened to the visit of an angel. They 
speak a wisdom unearthly, they bring a price- 
less treasure, they flash a holy, saving light, 
and then are gone. May God send one of His 
angels today to speak to some heart, as we 
speak now from the suggestion of this old 
story. ‘ 

The Angel of Youth 


There is an angel who comes in youth to 
stir the waters of life, and whose stay is hardly 
longer than that angel’s who came down to 
trouble Bethesda’s pool. He opens gates that 
are long closed, and will never be opened again. 
_ St. John said, “I write unto you young men 
because ye are strong.” What is the strength 
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of youth? Is it wisdom? Certainly not. When 
the youth of today has become a man he will 
smile at the opinions of his youth. Is the 
strength of youth experience? No; for youth 
has had little experience upon which to base 
its judgments. Wherein, then, lies the strength 
of youth? The strength of youth is the possi- 
bilities of youth. Youth has for middle life 
and age a determining quality. The youth will 
be the father of the man. If men in youth 
plant thorns, they cannot expect grapes in later 
years. If in youth they have planted thistles, 
they cannot expect figs in the years to come. 
Nevertheless, in youth it is possible to make 
the right start, to lay strong foundations, so 
that when the floods come and the rains 
descend and the winds blow and beat upon the 
house you have built, it will stand on a rock 
and not be overthrown. 

One morning at the Sunday Breakfast Asso- 
ciation in Philadelphia, one of the noble char- 
itable and religious institutions of that city, I 
spoke to almost a thousand failures and mis- 
takes. What a sad array it was! How many 
hearts of those who were gone would have 
broken to see them there! How many withered 
leaves of promise did I see scattered before 
me! How many vessels of bright hopes shat- 
tered! But on another day, in that same hall, I 
addressed a far different company; not grown 
men, ragged, unkempt, and marred with all 
the dismal tracery of dissipation and sin; but 
little children, with life still before them, the 
glow of innocence not yet faded from their 
cheek, nor the lustre of hope from their bright 
and sparkling eyes. It was not hard to speak 
to them, for there in front of me was a group, 
not of failures and mistakes, but of angelic 
possibilities. The angel had come, and had not 
yet gone. To those who are young, I speak in 
the interests of the angel of youth. While he 
tarries, be up and doing! Think of your mind, 
and store it with what is good. Think of your 
memory, and act now so that its harvest shall 
be pleasant. Think of your body, and honor 
it as the temple of the Holy Ghost. Think of 
God, and “Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.” 

In an Autobiography which he wrote in 
1930, MY EARLY LIFE, Winston Churchill 
expressed his regret that he had not had the 
advantage of a university training at Oxford 
or Cambridge, having been sent instead to a 
military school. But he says his regret was 
tempered by the observation of how college 
men wasted their time. “I pity undergraduates 
when I see what frivolous lives many of them 
lead in the midst of precious, fleeting opportu- 
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nities. After all, a man’s life must be nailed 
to a cross, either of thought or of action.” 

Once in the Gardens of the Palace of the 
Tsars at Peterhoff in Russia I saw the play of 
the famous fountains. An unseen hand turned 
a wheel and immediately the crystal waters 
began to climb the ladder of the sun. The 
sunlight built a rainbow across the jets of 
water, and a million drops were transfigured 
into precious stones like those which flashed 
and flamed upon the walls of the Holy City— 
jasper, sapphire, chalcedony, emerald, sardonyx, 
sardius, beryl, topaz, jacinthe and amethyst, 
which fell, mingled with fire, upon the watery 
pavement. But now the great display was 
over. The unseen hand turned the wheel again, 
and the column of water began to sink lower 
and lower; the glorious color faded from the 
drops, the ripples disappeared; and the face 
of the pool was again smooth and still, all its 
splendor gone. So flashes and flames in all its 
beauty the fountain of youth. In a little while 
it sinks. Make the most of it. 

The Angel of Trouble 

The angel came down to “trouble” the 
waters. That makes one think of the troubles 
of life. I would not speak lightly of these 
troubles, nor is it true that men always profit 
by their troubles. “Affliction cometh not forth 
from the dust, neither doth trouble spring forth 
out of the ground. Yet man is born unto 
trouble as the sparks fly upward.” All who 
pass through life can count on these occasional 
visitations of the angel of trouble, when he 
comes down to trouble the pool of our life; and 
all can profit by these visitations. ‘We need 
not attempt to explain it, but nothing can be 
clearer than that men by their troubles have 
been purified. The refiner’s furnace is no figure 
of speech with them. It took the roughness 
‘out of their voice, the gruffness out of their 
manner, the severity out of their face. There, 
for the first time, some of them learned kind- 
ness and sympathy; and there, for the first 
time, some started upon the path of faith and 
hope. 

Seiciag and pain will ever remain mysteries 
in the plan of God for our life. But suffering 
is not a land of total darkness. There are 
flashes of light that run across the heavens and 
relieve the gloom. By those occasional flashes 
we are able to see that the highest and best in 
man’s soul may be awakened and drawn out 
through misfortune and sorrow. Why these 
things are necessary in order that we may learn 
life’s greatest lessons, we cannot tell. What we 
know is that it is in connection with these facts 
of life that we see the fair and bright features 
of the virtues of the soul. 
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I know not what troubles of body and spirit 
are represented by this congregation. But, if 
there be one soul here who shrinks from some- 
thing in his life that is undeniably hard and 
painful, let me remind you that this is a time 
when the angel is not far off, and when your 
soul has an opportunity to be made. It is 
recorded of one of the kings of Israel, that 
when he ‘“‘was in distress, he besought the Lord 
his God and prayed unto Him, and God was 
entreated of him.” The king’s trouble gave 
him his greatest opportunity, and brought him 
back to God. That was what Hezekiah, the 
stricken king of Judah, discovered after a sick- 
ness had brought him nigh to the gates of 
death. ‘By these things men live.’ And that 
was what David discovered, after waves of 
affliction had swept over him. “It was for my 
good that I was afflicted.” 

The Angel of Spiritual Crisis 

The most valuable thing about you is your 
immortal soul, and therefore the soul is your 
greatest interest in life. In the history of the 
soul there are certain critical moments, turning 
points we may call them, when, as it were, an 
angel comes down to speak to our souls. 

These hours cannot be appointed by us. 
None of the sick folk by the pool at Bethesda 
knew just when the angel would come down 
to trouble the pool. Yet, for each of them 
his coming was a critical moment. As unfore- 
told as the visits of that angel to the pool come 
those moments which are ‘fraught with the 
deepest interest for the soul of man. To one 
who may be indulging in a sinful habit, there 
may suddenly come to him a light, a voice, a 
visitation of troubled waters, a reminder of 
his own sin, when he sees the exposure or 
punishment of one not more guilty than he. 
If he disregards the warning of that angel, 
the next angel who comes may be the angel 
of retribution and of judgment. Today, there- 
fore, if you will hear His voice, harden not 
your heart. _- 

Again, there come to the soul those moments 
when it is “finally touched to fine issues.” | 
There are many ways in which the angel can — 
give that fine touch to the soul. It may be the : 


touch of joy, or sorrow, or fear, or remorse, or 
gratitude, or noble desire for a better life. 
There are great and beautiful potentialities in 
those moments. The angel has troubled the 
pool, and for him who acts and goes down 
into its water, there is spiritual strength and 
health. The course that we take then we may 
be able to follow even when the night is dark 
and the way is rough. 2 

I have no doubt that there are many who 
come to church and sit unmoved and untouched — 
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nrough any service and under any preaching. 
Nevertheless, I have faith to believe that God’s 
ressage does awaken deep vibrations in many 
heart; and, if everyone here were to live this 
oming week according to the thoughts and 
mpulses which are in his heart as the last hymn 
; sung and the benediction is pronounced, 
that changed lives and changed homes and 
surified hearts there would be! 

Thirty-three years ago a young minister in 
*hiladelphia preached a sermon based on the 
tory of the angel and the pool. At the end 
if the sermon he said, “The spirit bloweth and 
5 still. Who knoweth to whom the Spirit is 
peaking now? Who knoweth to whom the 
mgel has come down?” That night in the 
ongregation there was a young man, a recent 
staduate of Princeton University. He had come 
vith a friend, a distinguished professor in the 
Jniversity of Pennsylvania. The young man’s 
ather was an honored missionary in the Bal- 
sans. But he himself was not a member of the 
~hurch, and had never made a confession of 
uis faith. His friends were quite surprised 
vhen he expressed a desire to go with them 


Try God First 


T. N. TIEMEYER 


Psalm 77:2. 
E):: I heard a man give testimony of 


Text: 


his sinful life. He related the sordid 

details of his past and his failure to find 
nner peace. At the climax of his story he 
said, ““Then, as a last resort, I turned to God.” 
dis conversion had been dramatic and his 
narration had an emotional appeal. Yet I won- 
Hered, as I have often done since, why is it 
-hat we use God mainly as a last resort? Why 
not try God first? 


A prison chaplain, in a volume of his exper- 
iences, tells of a hardened criminal on the day 
of his execution, when asked if he wanted 
prayer, answered, “Well, I guess it won’t hurt 
none. My buddies can’t help me; my lawyer 
can’t; and the governor won't. We tried every- 
thing else so let’s see what God can do.” The 

yrian captain, Naaman, who suffered from 
eprosy tried all the local remedies, supetsti- 
ions, incantations and witchcraft. After all of 
these failed, in utter despair, he gave ear to 
he slave who told him of the prophet Elisha 
and the God who worked through him. 
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in the chapel for the after meeting. The min- 
ister, too, was surprised to see him there. Alas, 
how often the preacher himself is of little faith. 
But when, after a period of prayer, the minister 
gave the invitation and asked if there was any- 
one present who desired to make use of the 
angel’s chance and start the year with Christ, 
this young man was the first to rise. Today 
he is at the head of a noble Christian institu- 
tion in Greece. 

If the waters are moving for you, go down 
and be made whole. Unlike this fountain at 
Bethesda, whose waters moved only occasion- 
ally and intermittenly, the fountain of God’s 
love and pardon never cease to be moved for 
man. The waters do not change; but man 
does change. Because of his heart’s desire and 
obedience, he may be near to the fountain 
today, but far from it tomorrow. While the 
angel is here, arise and follow him! 


“There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains.” 


Naaman shrugged his shoulders and replied, 
“What can I lose? I tried everything else, so 
I'll give this God of Elisha a chance.” 
What a difference it would have made in 
these testimonies if each had sought God first! 
How much more happiness and meaning would 
have filled their lives if, in their trouble, they 
had immediately turned their eyes upward to 
the eternal hills. Many a predicament could 
be avoided if we did not consider God to be 
merely the last straw. In contrast, read again 
the words of the Psalmist who revealed the 
secret of his life, “In the day of trouble, I 
sought the Lord”. He didn’t put it off until 
a later date. He didn’t wait until he had ex- 
hausted every other possibility. His faith was 
so fully developed that the moment he had a 
need he turned directly to God for help. 


I. 


We are all aware that we live in an age 
of amazing scientific knowledge. But often we 
make the mistake of believing that all life is 
so exactly governed by scientific rules that we 
have no place for God. We can commit as 
gteaf an error in overestimating the final value 
of known science as we can by ignoring it 
altogether. In many minds, science and divine 
forces have been kept at- opposite poles. To 
such, religion is considered an interesting side- 
line or hobby, but when one faces a practical 
problem or urgent need he feels he must resort 
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entirely to some prescribed scientific techniques. 
This attitude of forsaking one and clinging 
desperately to the other is based on the false 
assumption that science comes from a source 
other than God. But science is truth and God 
is truth and, as Dr. Howard Thurman once 
put it, “all truth in its finality is an unity”. 
God is the Perfect, the Complete Truth, but 
He is not completely knowable to the finite 
mind. Science consists of many theories 
accreted to fragmentary truths. Wherever 
science has found truth, at that point it is one 
with God. 


All our knowledge, at best, is fractional. - 


Why should we throw our complete faith on 
fragmentary truths in science and not have 
confidence in the source of all truths, which is 
God? He who trusts his life entirely to the 
theories and techniques of the so-called rational 
world must also risk the errors, fallacies, and 
blind gropings for truth that it includes. Our 
world of pure reason is still full of gaps, 
missing chapters, and large areas where one 
guess is as good as another. The scope of science 
will not be adequate for our age until it can 
find a place, an explanation, an intelligent 
basis for grasping many modern mysteries such 
as mental telepathy, premonitions, fireballs from 
the sky, levitation, apportments, instantaneous 
healings, apparitions, dowsing, stigmata, fly- 
ing saucers, faith miracles, and hundreds of 
other phenomena which have been attested to 
by reliable witnesses, and for which our 
rational world has no answers. 


This makes a very good reason for not put- 
ting all our trust in the things of this world 
and exhausting their possibilities before we turn 
to our faith. If true and perfect science is God, 
then the better way would be to seek God 
first and then use the avenues of man’s logic 
through which God’s power can best reach 
you. As an illustration let us take a man who 
feels ill. He may first take an aspirin or a 
laxative. If his ailment persists he picks up the 
Home Medical Book and looks up his symp- 
toms, arriving at a possible dozen diseases. 
Then he asks friends who have had similar 
ailments and each supplies him with a group 
of home-made remedies. At this stage he may 
turn to the patent medicines and try something 
for the blood, something for the liver, some- 
thing for the heart, something green, some- 
thing pink, something brown—all with 20% 
or more alcohol. He may then try vitamins, 
steam baths, diets, and mineral waters. By this 
time the condition is so serious that he is 
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frightened enough to visit a physician. He may 
then discover that his ailment is grave and 
perhaps at this stage is so alarmed that he will 
try prayer. This is a typical example of using 
God as a last resort. 

Let me show you a better way. At the first 
sign of an ailment, and we do not limit this 
to sickness, talk to God about it. Get in 
communication with your Divine Parent and 
let Him direct you to the channel through 
which He can best help you. Often it will be 
through your physician. If that is the indicated 
avenue, then you must pray for your physician 
so that God’s will can work through him. If 
you use a prescribed medicine, pray that it 
will serve God’s purpose. If you need an opera- 
tion, pray that God will guide the surgeon’s 
hand. With this method, every person, every 
instrument, every scientific aid becomes a 
channel for God and a means for Him to 
accomplish His will in you. Of course, the 
same method applies to all other kinds of 
problems you must face. “In the day of trouble, 
I sought the Lord’. Start with God. If you 
need other help, whether it be from a teacher, 
or a lawyer, an employer, a clerk, a plumber, 
a pastor, or a relative, select the one you have 
confidence in, one through whom you believe 
the power of God will work. Then pray for 
that person so that God’s power may use him. 
If you are not willing to pray for a person, 
then don’t expect him to be of much help to 
you. Start with God and then employ the 
channels of science through which God will 
work. 


Li 


Don’t ever feel limited by rational law. For 
every scientific law known there are dozens 
that are unknown. We may see the beginning 
of a development in our lives which, by all the 
accepted laws should run to a disastrous or 
fatal conclusion. Then we may witness a higher, 
unknown force come into play and counter- 
act the “normal” course of events. We may call 
this startling development a miracle, but 
actually it is another kind of truth, as yet 
uncatalogued and unexplored, at work. If 
you were to stand at Yonkers, on the river 
bank, you could watch the Hudson River 
flowing down to the sea. This conforms with 
the known and accepted law of gravity. Logic 
tells you that rivers should flow down to the 
sea. Yet, a few hours later at the same spot, 
you would see the water flowing in the opposite 
direction, Does this give evidence to a miracle 
ot prove that the law of gravity is false? Of 
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coutse not. It means that another law has 
overcome the first. The more potent law of 
tide negated the first law. 


Thus a person may have a disease which 
was termed malignant. According to the obser- 
vations and experiences of mankind, death is 
expected to follow shortly. But a higher law 
may take over, reverse the process, and bring 
about a complete recovery. This higher force 
may not yet be understood nor even considered 
rational, yet it is a fact. Those of you who 
have visited Radio City in New York will 
remember that the guide showed you a master 
control board on which are the outlets for 
more than 400 stations throughout the country. 
At one end is the Master switch. If at anytime 
an urgent news bulletin should be received, the 
announcer, with one flick of this switch, can 
cut into 400 stations and bring them the flash. 
In like manner, God’s power can cut through 
all our known facts and processes of life to 
bring His purpose, His will, His goodness, 
whether it be help, healing or guidance. 


III. 


_ You will feel neither doubt nor hesitancy 
in calling upon God in the day of trouble if you 
have come to know Him-as an immediate friend. 
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Know Him to be a positive, benevolent force 
with a personal interest in your welfare. The 
secret of Moses’ colossal spiritual stature 1s 
found in this verse, ““And God spake unto 
Moses face to face as a man to a friend”. It 
is not enough to know the God of theology or 
to accept Him on hearsay evidence. To know 
about God is not equivalent to knowing Him 
as an intimate friend. The French philosopher 
Voltaire was passing Rheims Cathedral one 
day with his friend and paused just long 
enough to tip his hat. The friend, startled, 
said, “Why, Voltaire, I’m surprised. I always 
thought you were an atheist’. The philosopher 
replied, ““God and I are really not on speaking 
terms. We just have a nodding acquaintance”, 
We need a more intimate relationship than 
that before we find it natural to turn to God 
as our first source of help. 

We need to feel that our Heavenly Father’s 
life and love spring forth in a current of good- 
ness, flowing through all the devious channels 
of life, flooding our daily living with evidences 
of His mercy. There will be many eddies, 
whirlpools, and stagnant backwaters, but the 
main stream of life flows irresistably toward 
the sea of ultimate goodness. As long as we 
are willing to trust ourselves to that dominant 
current, “‘all things will work together for 
good” in our lives. Many who would like to 
believe this are afraid to accept it fearing that 
they may be accused of naive over-optimism. 
Our intellectual world seems to have far more 
respect for the cynic and the skeptic than for 
the optimist. It forgets that there are two levels 
of optimism. One is the simple faith of an 
innocent child who has not suffered the cruel 
pricks and bitter fruits of the world. The other 
comes only to those who have gone victoriously 
through adversity, disappointments, grief, and 
bludgeoning, only to arrive triumphantly at a 
mature, unshakable faith in dependable Provi- 
dence, which when put into words sounds as 
simple as the innocent faith of a child. 

The universe of God and its unrepealable 
laws are ever on the side of those who trust 
Him and seek His will above their own. When 
you can say “This is my Father’s world’, and 
know that “all things work together for good”, 
you will not hesitate to make God your primary 
court of appeals. As it becomes a deeply 
ingrained habit to call upon God immediately 
in your day of trouble, you will find more 
and more that He will deliver you according 
to His promise. Stop using God as a last resort. 
From now on, try God first! 
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When Death Comes to Young People 


The swift death of nine gay young lives 
it the Boronia Crossing tragedy seems a weird 
blunder in terms of Providence. 


The death of young people in the springtide 
of their powers is a staggering blow. Those 
who have had to stand at the grave of a young 
man or woman happily devoted to their work 
nave felt like the Psalimist when he said: “I 
secame dumb, and opened not my mouth.” 
‘Psa. 38:13 Revised). 

We find it hard to reconcile these early 
jeaths with any useful purpose in the universe. 


They are in God’s hands, but that is not to say 
that He willed their death. God allows things to 
aappen which He does not will. 

As I thought of these young lives I recalled 
Thornton Wilder's “Bridge of San Luis Rey.” When 
he bridge on the road from Lima to Cuzco snapped 
ifter 100-years of use, five people dropped into 
he abyss. 

Brother Juniper saw the tragedy, and in his faith 
hat there is a plan in the universe, set himself to 
study the lives of the victims to explain just why 
he event had waited for the arrival of those five. 
The thesis of the story is that if we knew all that 
went before and all that the future held for these 
tve, from the background of eternity, we should 
-egard their passing at the time they did as “‘for- 
unate accidents.” 

An intriguing story—but it is contrary to my 
‘easoned faith to hold that Providence has any 
esponsibility for accidents that human forethought 
‘ould have prevented. 

What is true is that everything that happens to 
1s can be related to the will of God, if we have the 
‘ight attitude of mind. 

Death has two aspects—that of those who go 
ind those who are left behind. We see so far and no 
urther. The darkness muffles our vision. (I Cor. 
(3:12) We see only the darkside of death—but 
hey are on the bright side. They are more gloriously 
live than ever. 

An old legend, which I often ponder, tells of how 
in angel in Heaven was playing with a company of 
hildren. One child refused to join in the play; the 
‘thers asked the reason why. “Well,” said the 
ngel, “it’s like this. Her mother will persist in 
srieving, and so the little girl is unhappy. 

There is an unsanctified attitude to sorrow which 
may touch with sadness those in the Summerland. 
We protest that these young people ought not to 
ave died in this way. But having said that, we 
nust realize that their lives are not ended. 

One of the deep sayings in Revelation (14:13) 
s—‘Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord. 
Yea, saith the Spirit, for they rest from their 
abors and their werks do follow them.” Rest? 


You may say, what irony! They wanted no 
est from their labors. They were only begin- 
ing their life’s work and exulted in it. The 
vord “Jabors’’ means grinding, exhausting toil, 
‘But their works do follow them’’—the refer- 
nce is to the highest energies of life, the work 
n which a man rejoices because it is the ex- 
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pression of his true self, the attainment of the 
finest possibilities of his personality. 

Their works do follow them—‘‘follow with 
them’’—as the Revised Version has it—to be 
continued and completed on that higher plane. 

No opportunity they might have had sere 
will be denied them ¢ere. There will be scope 
for every talent, opportunity for every gift in 
the Summerland.—C. Irving Benson, in Mel- 
bourne Herald. 


LLLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


Mirrors 

Text: Hebr. 4:12—“For the word of God... 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.” 


Were you ever in a mirror-room, with dis- 
tortion mirrors that make men look fat who are 
thin; short men, tall; and pretty girls, ugly? 
Doubtless you have seen such mirrors. But 
did you ever see one that could make a 
homely person look handsome or beautiful. 
No mirror can do that, but Satan can make 
sin appear attractive and beautiful. No sin is 
lovely although some sins may seem to be 
desirable. 


There is one true mirror. It is the Bible. In 
it sin is shown to be hideous, man is revealed 
to be sinful, and his heart as being “deceitful 
above all things, and incurably sick.’’ But sin 
can be forgiven, man can be redeemed, and 
his heart can be cleansed by the blood that was 
shed upon Calvary by the Son of God. Trust 
in Christ, the dying Christ, to save you; trust 
in Him, the living Lord, to cleanse you from 
all unrighteousness, and to strengthen you day 


by day. 


What Makes A Man Great? 

Text: Mark 8:36—'For what shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?” 

Some years ago in his newspaper column, 
Billy Rose told of a meeting in 1923 at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel in Chicago of seven of 
the most powerful financial leaders “in the 
world. These seven men controlled more wealth 
than was in the United States treasury at the 
time. They were men of tremendous power, 
“great” in the eyes of the business world. 


But where were they in 1948 when the 
column was written? One of the seven died 
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»road, insolvent; one lived on borrowed money 
ne last five years of his life, and died penni- 
ess; three of the seven committed suicide: one 
pent a period of time in Sing Sing prison; 
rnd one of the seven was released from prison 
p that he might die at home. As I read that 
cory of those seven men I asked myself the 
wuestion, “What makes a man great?” and then 
remembered the words of Jesus, “For what is 
man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
vorld, and lose his own soul? or what shall 
man give in exchange for his soul?” 


He First Loved Us 
“ext: I John 4:19—"We love him, because he 
first loved us.” 

In the Belgian Congo there came to a mission 
tation, to be united with the church there, a 
voman, crippled with leprosy, who had 
tawled eight miles on swollen knees that 
vere protected only by rough bark-cloth. When 
ome of the missionaries expressed astonishment 
it her amazing fortitude, she said, “Of what 
natter the pain and weariness of the journey! 
‘esus loved me enough to die in my place. I 
ove Him, and I long for instruction in the 
Word of God and fellowship with His people.” 

We might well ask ourselves, “Do I love 
he Lord Jesus Christ that much? Would I be 
srepared, were I in that leper’s circumstances, 
© pay such a sacrifice for such a purpose?” 
“We love Him,” it is written in First John 
1:19, “because He first loved us.’’ What match- 
ess love He expressed at Calvary! Is any sacri- 
ice, is any suffering, too great? Indeed not! 
Yet how unready we are, sometimes, to incon- 
renience ourselves even a little bit for His 
ake! 


<eeping Our Love Fresh 
Pext: Luke 22:19c—"“This do in rememberance 
of me.” 

There is a legend about Zaccheus, that when 
1e was old he still continued to live in Jericho 
vhere he had met Jesus and given his life to 
dim. Every morning at sunrise he went out 
or a walk in the fields, and he always came 
ack with a calm and happy mind to begin 
he day’s work. His wife wondered where he 
vent in his walk, but he never told her. 

One morning she secretly followed him. He 
vent straight to the tree from which he first 
aw the Lord, and his wife in hiding saw him 
ake a pitcher, and carrying water, pour it about 
he tree’s roots, which were getting dry in the 
ot climate. He pulled up some weeds here 
nd there. He passed his hand fondly over 
he trunk of the old tree and looked up at the 
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place among the branches where he had sat 
that day when Jesus called him. After that he 
turned away with a strange glow upon his face 
and went back home. 

His wife afterward referred to the matter 
and asked him why he took care of the old 
tree. His quiet answer was, “It was that tree 
which brought me to Him Whom my soul 
loveth.” Every time we partake of the Lord’s 
Supper we have such an opportunity for mak- 
ing our love fresh. 


Work Glorified 
Text: John 5:17—"“But Jesus answered them, 

My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” 

There are many lessons to be learned in a 
study of the great paintings of the masters. 
In Millet’s famous painting, ‘““The Angelus’, 
we find such a lesson in connection with work. 
There are two persons depicted by the artist 
standing in a field at the close of day, as the 
distant church bell tolls the hour of prayer. 
One is a maiden who devoutly bows her head 
and clasps her hands. The other is a young 
man who stands holding his hat. Beside them 
is a wheelbarrow containing the tools they have 
been using all day. 

The high spot of the picture is formed by 
the rays of the setting sun. Do you recall upon 
what Millet makes those rays fall? Perhaps if 
we had been the artist we would have made 
them fall on the girl’s reverently bowed head or 
devoutly clasped hands. Not so Millet. He lets 
them fall on the wheelbarrow and the tools. 
It is a great artist’s tribute to the dignity of 
the common task. It ought to make us realize 
that even the lowest form of toil can be sacred 
in God’s sight. 


Go All The Way In! 

Text: John 4:24—"God is a Spirit: and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth,” 

A small boy returned home from a Sunday 
school that met simultaneously with the senior 
church service and announced proudly to his 
parents: “I went into the big church this morn- 
ing.” “You didn’t go all the way, did you?” 
asked the father a little anxiously. To which 
the youthful adventurer answered, “Sure I 
did! How can you go just part way into 
church ?” 

It is possible in a physical sense to be 
totally inside the house of worship, and yet 
only just part way in. To occupy space in a 


Page 316 


Communton Services 


In Lovely Chrome and Aluminum 


Pleasing in Design 


Please drop us a line if interested. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


19-21 Beekman Street—New York 38 
(near the City Hall) 


Church and Sunday School Helps since 1848 
(our General Catalog will help you) : 


VM @E © 


Add Visual Beauty 
to Spiritual Beauty 


A complete selection of styles and 
4 materials. In all colors including white. 
~ Send today for FREE catalogs: C-17 
(choir robes): J-17 (children’s robes) ; 
'y P-17 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO: 


NEW YORK 1, N.Y. CHAMPAIGN, ILL. CHICAGO 1, ILL. 
366 Filth Ave. 1000 N; Market St. 228 N. LaSalle St. 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
For Pastor’s Use..... 


New cards, folders, calendars, letter- 
heads. Attractive, religious in text, rea- 
sonably priced. 

—INDIVIDUALIZED GREETINGS— 


May. use your own message. Will print picture 
of yourself, family, parsonage, or church on 
our ‘53 calendars. 


None better—''Priced for the pastor.'' 
Write today for samples 


Printed supplies for the pastor 
—60¢ CHURCH BULLETINS A SPECIALTY— 


WOOLVERTON , CEDAR FALLS 


PRINTING aC 0. IOWA 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style 


Book C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 
CP67. Ask for Budget Payment Plan. 


Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale 


E*R * MOORE COMPANY 


11 West 42nd St. 
New York 18, N. Y. 


ee ee! 
weer aesee een eee 
ee 
eure nneanaon s*euesa 


932 Dakin St. 
Chicago 13, Ill. 


Our true growth is more known by our growing 
downwards in humility, than by ali the outward 
things put together—J. H. Evans, 


The Expositor 


PEWS, PULPIT 
AND CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 44 e 


WEL 


COMMUNION TABLES 
PULPITS ¢ CHAIRS 
ALTARS ¢ LECTERNS 
BAPTISMAL FONTS 


Gothic, Colonial, 
and Early American designs to 


Romanesque, 


harmonize with every edifice. 


Send for illustrated Catalog 


Furniture for America’s Churches 
Since 1897 


SCRANTON 2, PENNA, 


pew does not necessarily mean that we enter 
mto the full experience of divine worship. 
We must, as Jesus said, “worship him in spirit 
ind in truth.” 


Honoring Our Parents 

Text: Ex, 20:12—‘Honor thy father and thy 
mother, that thy days may be long in the 
land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee,” 

(R.V.) 

A country boy went to London to make a 
success. He became a successful physician and 
aad many wealthy patients. He became rich. 
He sent his mother in another country large 
sums of money, but he never went to see her; 
rer heart was broken because of his neglect. 
Ine day she came to London, came to his 
yeautiful stone house. The servant admitting 
ner, left her in the hall. The son came out and 
she said, ““Laddie, I’ve come to stay with you; 
you are my boy; I cannot bear separation; I will 
never leave you.”” He took her into his private 
room and they talked. He thought of all his 
uristocratic friends, and those of his wife. He 
aid, ‘Mother, I don’t think you will be happy 
rere. I'll build you a new home in the country; 
you'll be happier among your old friends.” 

The doctor went out and told the servants 
his woman was an old nurse and to prepare a 
oom for her. Soon they retired for the night. 
After the doctor was in bed, the old mother 
ame in and arranged his blankets, and said, 
‘Laddie, I want to tuck you in again as I used 
0.” She kissed his brow, turned, and went out. 
Then came a rush of noble impulse in the 
loctor’s heart. “Nay, she is my mother,” he 
aid to himself; “she will live with me.” In 
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God made man the lord of His creatures, not 
the tyrant—Bp. Hall. - 
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the triumph of that noble resolution he fell 
asleep. 

In the morning the doctor dressed, and went 
joyfully to his mother’s room. The bed had not 
been touched. He called a carriage and raced 
to the train. He went to the country town, but 
she had not been there. Month after month he 
searched for her. People noticed a change in 
him. His form began to bend, his hair to turn 
gray, his step lost its spring. After eighteen 
months, one day in going through the hospital, 
an attendant asked him to come see an old 
woman who had been run over by a bus and 
was all the time talking about “‘tucking Laddie 
in bed.” He hastened to the cot to find almost 
lifeless, insensible form of his dying mother, 
all too late to find forgiveness. 


CHURCH WORK IN THE CITY, by Frederick A. 
Shippey. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 255 pp. $4.50. 

This self-help manual for Protestant leaders is in- 
tended for at least four groups of readers: 1. The 
city pastor who desires practical guidance in meeting 
problems; 2.the denominational executive who wishes 
to start new congregations, to relocate others, and to 
develop a city-wide or long-range strategy of work; 
3. the executive in a council of churches who desires 
to cultivate more fully the various patterns of Pro- 
testant church co-operation; 4.the seminary student 
who needs a practical handbook on the urban church. 


The volume was prepared primarily, says the 
author, “for the many pastors, administrators, leaders, 
and students who are eager to make the Protestant 
church a more effective religious force in the American 
city,’ and deals specifically with the seven basic prob- 
lems of city church work: 

—how to extend the effectiveness of the local church 

—how to discover the unchurched 

—how to make religious work 

area effective. 

—how to minister to apartment dwellers 

—how to determine and carry out the work of the 

neighborhood church 

—how to establish new congregations 

—how to co-operate in city-wide Protestant activity 


In addition to the comprehensive-chapter-length 
treatment of each of seven basic problems, there is a 
list of figures showing growth and changes since 1900; 
a list of materials for further reading on this general 
subject, faith and denominational studies, Protestan- 
tanism in the American city, urban church problems, 
and survey methods for the city church; and a com- 
plete index. 
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MAN—LIVING SOUL, by R. Dean Goodwin. Judson. 
111 pp. $.75. 

Dr. Goodwin, secretary of Literature and Press 
Relations for the Council of Missionary Cooperation 
of the Baptist Convention, has written a most chal- 
lenging and stimulating book. He has clearly presented 
the conditions and struggle of minority groups in the 
United States. ‘“‘Man-Living Soul’ deals with the plight 
of the American Indians, revealing the burdens and 
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justices they confront. He describes the work of the 
aptist Church among the Eskimos, and the amazing 
thievements among the Negro race. 

fhe author makes it clear why seventy percent of 
e Negroes of the south are members of the Baptist 


enomination. In dramatically descriptive and concise 
nguage Dr. Goodwin tells of the Baptist missionaries 
lowing the advance of the northern armies. Wher 
ver possible they set up schools and established 
urches. This book reveals the need of missionary 
or<x among migratory workers. 

“Man—Living Soul” is significant not simply because 


describes the condition of handicapped peoples, but 
“cause it shows the constructive work done among 
em by the Home Missionaries of the Baptist Church. 
mpressive illustrations are iven of individuals in 


se various who have and are making dis- 
tnctive contributions to the advancement of their 
t 


feople and 


he Kingdom of God. 

One is able to see the vitality of the material by 
he titles of the chapters. Dr. Goodwin deals with 
wich «ehapters as: ] Right to be a Person,” “The 
tight to an Education—in the West,” “The Right to 
= Education—in the South,” and “The Right to Work 
vithout Handicap.” 


This is a challenging bock for any Cliristian to read. 
. would make an excellent study book for any group. 
Man—Living Soul” is a constructive contribution to 
Christian thought.—A. Wallace Copper. 


THE BLUEPRINT OF SALVATION, by Howard H. 
anke, Erdmans. 37 pp. 56c. 

fhis brief work, which is sub-titled “The Tabernacle 
mn the Wilderness,” is a sane and clear attempt at 
wetting forth the dispensational and doctrinal sym- 
olism of the Tabernacle in the Wilderness, as it 
tapplies to the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. The 
wiblical record of the Old Testament books of Exodus 
tand Leviticus is given its true interpretation by means 
ef the teaching with regard to the Jewish sacrificial 
system. as it is found in the Book of Hebrews in the 
Wew Testament. This concise treatment of a difficult 
gut important subject will be of special help to Sunday 
school workers—John H. Johansen. 


TONGO CAMEOS, by Catherine L. Mabie, M.D. Judson. 
1191 pp. $2.50. 

This is one of the most inspiring and helpful books 
mnyone can read. It deals. not with theories, but with 
life. It consists of autobiographical sketches by Dr. 
Mabie. In a fascinating style she tells of her determi- 
mation and struggle to become a physician in order 
that she might be a medical missionary in the Belgian 
Mongo. Under the auspices of the Baptist Church she 
began her work in an undeveloped section of the 
Congo. 

Dr. Mabie gives the reader insight into the_ prob- 
Hems she faced in caring for the sick, educating the 
sunlearned. and developing Christian lives for effective 
service. The author tells of unusual African person- 
‘alities who under her guidance became stalwart work- 
ers. She translated helpful volumes into the language 
of the people, thus putting at their disposal riches 
that otherwise would have been beyond their reach. 
‘The book impresses the reader of a good life that 
tried to be of as much service as possible for Christ’s 
kingdom. 

“Congo Cameos” is an exceptionally excellent book 
for young people who are endeavoring to find a path 
to service. It is a splendid study book for groups 
because not only does it give a clear understanding 
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of the work of a missionary, but it transforms many 
persons’ erroneous idea of it.—d4. Wallace Copper. 


FAITH AND SANCTIFICATION, by G. C. Berkovwer. 
Erdmans. 193 pp. $3.00. 

This is the first volume to appear in the first 
American edition of a projected nineteen volume work 
in Dogmatics by the eminent Dutch scholar, Prof. G. 
C. Kerkouwer, professor of Systematic Theology at 
the Free University of Amsterdam. In this volume the 
author, after stating the timeliness and character of 
the subject, points out the relevance of santification 
to the every-day problems of life, emphasizing the 
fact that “the moment sanctification is ejected from 
the temple of faith, and hence of justification, that 
moment justification by faith has become an _ initial 
stage on the pilgrim’s journey, a supply-station which 
later becomes a pleasant memory.’”’ The author quotes 
frequently from the Reformed confessions and the 
writings of Abraham Kuyper and Herman Bavinck, 
and at many points is opposed to the theology of Karl 
Barth. Faith and Sanctification is an excellent intro- 
duction to Berkouwer for American readers.—John H. 
Johansen. 


THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, by G. C. Berkouwer. 
Erdmans. 294 pp. $3.50. 


This is the second in a series of ‘‘Studies in Dog- 
matics,’”’ to be issued by the well-known Professor of 
Systematic Theology, at the Free University of Ams- 
terdam. In this book Professor Berkouwer re-affirms 
the belief in God’s providence and His rule over all 
things as set forth in the confessions of the church. 

There are chapters in which Providence as Suste- 
nance, Government and Concurrence are discussed, 
and chapters in which Providence in its relation to 
History and Miracles is considered. A final chapter 
on The Problem of YLheodicy contains a penetrating 
discussion and criticism of the theories and theology 
of Leibniz and Barth. This is not an easy book to 
read, but it will yield riches to those who persist in 
its study.--John H. Johansen, 


Rest 
(Continued from page 294) 


fears or ambitions and devote their lives to 
God at the same time. Illustrating God’s prom- 
ises for rest, Jesus relates the story of the Prod- 
igal Son. That young man, having arrogantly 
walked out of the father’s house and selfishly 
spent his inherited substance, finds himself in 
want with no one to befriend him. Remem- 
bering how well he had fared in the home of 
his birth, the youth resolved to return to the 
place he had so willfully deserted and confess 
his error. The Lord pictures the boy in his 
father’s arms, forgiven and restored to the posi- 
tion he had so improvidently forfeited. 


Jesus invites all men to come to the heav- 
enly Father who, infinitely more than any 
earthly kinsman, will receive them into that 
spiritual fellowship which is eternal rest. 


Before one can acccept the invitation he 
must admit that he cannot carry life’s burdens 
alone or, unaided, endure the emotional yoke 
of struggle against the will of God. Like 
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